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D) PARIS 1231; E) PARIS 1702; F) PARIS 2724; 

G) PARIS 2847; H) PARIS 2805; I) PARIS 3208 

SUMMARY. A MONTH OF POLITICAL JOCKEYING CLOSED WITH 
SIMULTANEOUS PARTY CONGRESSES AS GISCARD'S INDEPENDENT 
REPUBLICANS (RI) AND ERANCOIS MITTERRAND'S SOCIALISTS 
(PS) CHOSE NEW LEADERSHIP. MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR 
MICHEL PONIATOWSKI WAS UNANIMOUSLY ELECTED PRESIDENT 
OF THE RI; THE PS CONGRESS SAW A DETERMINED MITTERRAND 
PUSH THE LEFT WING OF HIS PARTY OUT OF THE DAY-TO-DAY 
MANAGEMENT OF THE PARTY'S AFFAIRS. ON THE ECONOMIC 
SIDE, EAVORABLE NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER TRADE RESULTS 
ENABLED GISCARD TO USE HIS EIRESIDE CHAT JANUARY 23 TO 
ASSURE THE FRENCH THAT IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO RESTORE 
FRANCE'S TRADE BALANCE TO EQUILIBRIUM BY THE END OE THE 
YEAR. HE AVOIDED MENTIONING A WORSENING UNEMPLOYMENT 
SITUATION WHICH, COMBINED WITH A SLOWLY HARDENING 
LABOR CLIMATE, MAY PROMISE A DIEFICULT SPRING. A 
CABINET RESHUFELE AT THE END OF THE MONTH, HIS NEW 
OPTIMISM OR THE ECONOMIC FRONT AND THE CENTRALIZATION 
OF POWER IN HIS MAJORITY PUT GISCARD IN A STRONGER 
POSITION TO COPE WITH HIS DOMESTIC PROBLEMS THAN HE WAS 
A MONTH AGO. END SUMMARY. 

1. GISCARD PROJECTS HIS IMAGE. WITH A NEW YEAR'S 
EVE SPEECH (REF A), A FIRESIDE CHAT (REF B) AND AN 
IMPROMPTU PRESS CONFERENCE (REE C), PRESIDENT GISCARD 
D'ESTAING RECEIVED GOOD PRESS COVERAGE DURING 
JANUARY. IE CRITICS COMPLAINED ABOUT A RELATIVE ABSENCE 
OF HARD ECONOMIC NEWS AND A CERTAIN TRIUMPH OP STYLE 
OVER SUBSTANCE IN ALL THREE PUBLIC APPEARANCES, 

GISCARD'S PERSONAL POPULARITY, AS CONFIRMED BY AN IPOP 
POLL OP JANUARY 24' WAS ON THE RISE (52 PERCENT OF THE 
FRENCH SAY THEY ARE SATISPIED WITH THEIR PRESIDENT). 

GISCARD HAS UNDOUBTEDLY BENEFITED PROM THE GATHERINGS 
OF THE POLITICAL CLANS WHICH SAW JACQUES CHIRAC DEEPEN 
HIS PERSONAL IMPRINT ON THE UDR (REF E), MINISTER OF 
THE INTERIOR MICHEL PONIATOWSKI BECOME PRESIDENT OF THE 
INDEPENDENT REPUBLICANS (REP G) AND THE SOCIALIST PARTY 
TAKE A POSITION WHICH ALMOST GUARANTEES THAT THE QUARREL 
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BETWEEN SOCIALISTS AND COMMUNISTS WILL CONTINUE (REF I). 

IF GISCARD WAS NOT PRESENT POR THE IR CONGRESS HE WAS 
NEVERTHELESS THE DIRECT HEIR OF THE DRIVE TO BUILD A 
NEW, MORE COHESIVE PRESIDENTIAL MAJORITY. AS ONE 
WEARY SOCIALIST DEPUTY, GLOOMILY SURVEYING THE POLITICAL 
FALLOUT OF THE CONGRESSES, PUT IT; "HAD GISCARD DONE 
NO PUBLIC RELATIONS DURING JANUARY, HE WOULD STILL HAVE 
BEEN THE BIG WINNER." 
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2. BUT GISCARD DID WORK HARD AT HIS IMAGE DURING 
JANUARY, AND MADE PROGRESS IN CONVINCING THE ERENCH 
THAT HIS COMBINATION OF A TECHNOCRAT'S APPROACH AND A 
NEWLY PERSONALIZED STYLE IS MAKING DENTS ON FRENCH 
PROBLEMS. HE TRIED OUT HIS NEW IMAGE OF CONCERN FOR 
THE DAILY LIVES OF FRENCHMEN THROUGH A WELL-PUBLICIZED 
DEBUT TO HIS "DINNERS WITH THE FRENCH": ON JANUARY 24, 
ACCOMPANIED BY HIS WIFE, HE DINED AT THE HOME OF A 
PARIS PICTURE-FRAMER. HE ALSO DECIDED THAT COUNTS, 
COUNTESSES, BARONS AND BARONESSES - AND HOLDERS OF 
SIMILAR VESTIGIAL TITLES FROM THE I9TH CENTURY - 
WOULD SIMPLY BE ADDRESSED AS "MR." AND "MRS." WHEN 
INVITED TO THE ELYSEE. HE SPRINKLED HIS FIRESIDE CHAT 
WITH STATISTICS WHICH, WHILE SKIRTING THE PROBLEM OF 
UNEMPLOYMENT, TENDED TO STRESS THE GROWTH OF FRENCH 
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EXPORTS AS A MEANS OF BOTH REDUCING THE BALANCE OF 
PAYMENTS DEFICIT AND PROVIDING JOBS, AND WHICH SHOWED 
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A CUT IN OIL IMPORTS. ONLY HARD-CORE CRITICS SEEMED 
INCLINED TO REMIND THEIR PRESIDENT THAT HE HAD ALSO 
ANNOUNCED A DOWNWARD REVISION IN THE PROJECTED REAL 
GROWTH RATE FOR 1975 (3 TO 4 PERCENT INSTEAD OF THE 
4-4.2 PERCENT PREVIOUSLY PREDICTED). 

3. THE CENTRISTS. THE FAILURE OE SEVERAL EARLIER 
ATTEMPTS AT CENTER UNITY - MINISTER OE JUSTICE JEAN 
LECANUET'S EFEORT AT ESTABLISHINCPRIVILEGED TIES" 
BETWEEN HIS CENTER DEMOCRAT PARTY AND THE INDEPENDENT 
REPUBLICANS, AND JEAN-JACQUES SERVAN-SCHREIBER'S 
ATTEMPTS TO EXPAND HIS RADICAL PARTY BY ABSORBING THE 
TINY CENTER REPUBLICAN EORMATION HAVING BOTH FOUNDERED 
- MEANT THAT THE CENTRISTS WERE RIPE FOR YET ANOTHER 
INITIATIVE. ON JANUARY 21' BERNARD STASI, VICE 
PRESIDENT OF THE CDP, LABOR MINISTER MICHEL DURAFOUR 
AND GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN ANDRE ROSSI, VICE PRESIDENTS 
OF THE CENTER REPUBLICANS, TOGETHER WITH A FEW RADICAL 
AND SOCIAL DEMOCRAT PERSONALITIES, ANNOUNCED THE 
CREATION OF A NEW FORMATION, THE "DEMOCRATES SOCIAUX - 
MOUVEMENT DE LA GAUCHE REFORMATRICE". THE FORMATION, 
WHICH SUPPORTS GISCARD AND WILL PRESS FOR SOCIAL REFORM, 
ANNOUNCED THAT IT IS OPEN TO ALL THOSE OF THE CENTER OR 
CENTER LEET WHO ACCEPT ITS PRINCIPLE OF COLLECTIVE 
LEADERSHIP (PRESENTLY FORMED BY ABOUT 20 INDIVIDUALS, 
WITH STASI SERVING AS SECRETARY GENERAL IN ALL BUT 
TITLE). A FORMATION OF INDIVIDUALS RATHER THAN GROUPS, 

THE NEW GROUP PERMITS MEMBERS TO JOIN WHILE RETAINING 
THEIR PARTICULAR PARTY AEFILIATIONS. THE NATURE AND 
DIRECTION OF THE NEW FORMATION WILL REMAIN VAGUE UNTIL 
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A CONSTITUTIONAL CONGRESS IS HELD (MARCH 8-9), BUT IT 
APPEARS TO REPRESENT A CHECK TO THE AMBITIONS OE 
JEAN LECANUET AND JJSS. LECANUET AND OTHER CENTER 
DEMOCRAT LEADERS HAVE RESPONDED BY WARNING AGAINST 
SCHISMS WHICH WOULD WEAKEN THE REEORMATEUR MOVEMENT. 

4. MEANWHILE, SERVAN-SCHREIBER RECEIVED ANOTHER SETBACK 
AT THE RADICAL PARTY CONGRESS (JANUARY 24-26), WITH 

THE DELEGATES REFUSING TO CHANGE THE PARTY STATUTES TO 
ALLOW JJSS TO CONTINUE AS PARTY PRESIDENT AETER HIS 
TERM EXPIRES IN AUTUMN 1975. ALTHOUGH THE PARTY WAS 
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STRENGTHENED BY THE PORMAL ADHERENCE OF FRANCOIS GIROUD, 
STATE SECRETARY POR WOMEN, JJSS IS FACED WITH THE IMMI- 
NENT DEPARTURE OP A NUMBER OP LEFT-LEANING RADICALS, THE 
SO-CALLED "COMBAT RADICAL SOCIALISTE". THIS PACTION 
WILL HOLD A MINICONGRESS MARCH 1 TO DECIDE ITS COURSE 
OP ACTION; MANY BELIEVE IT WILL SPLIT AWAY PROM THE 
JJSS PARTY AND JOIN THE LF.FT RADICALS IN OPPOSITION TO 
THE GOVERNMENT. 

5. THE UDR AND IR: IN JANUARY JACQUES CHIRAC TIGHTENED 
HIS CONTROL OVER THE UDR PARTY APPARATUS, THEREBY 
ENCOURAGING A RETURN OP MILITANCY AND MONEY TO THE 
GAULLIST MOVEMENT - THANKS IN LARGE PART TO THE 
PORCE OP HIS DYNAMIC LEADERSHIP. BY INSTALLING A 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE AND PARTY APPARATUS LOYAL TO CHIRAC 
HIMSELP, THE UDR HAS GAINED IN POLITICAL COHESION AND 
INPLUENCE WHAT IT MAY HAVE LOST IN DOCTRINAIRE 
CAULLISM. THE END OP THE MONTH SAW A RENEWED EPPORT 
BY THE UDR TO ASSERT ITSELP AS THE LEADING PARTY OP THE 
PRESIDENTIAL COALITION IN THE PACE OF A RESURGENT IR 

LED BY ITS NEW PRESIDENT PONIATOWSKI. FOR THE 
PORESEEABLE PUTURE, HOWEVER, IT IS UNLIKELY THAT ANY 
MAJOR COLLISIONS WILL OCCUR BETWEEN THE TWO LEADING 
COALITION PARTNERS. 

6. THE LEPT. BESIEGED BY MORE VITUPERATIVE PCF 
ATTACKS, THE SOCIALISTS PREPARED POR THE PARTY'S ANNUAL 
CONGRESS (PAU, JANUARY 31 - PEBRUARY 2, REP H). THE 
CONGRESS PRODUCED THE EXPECTED RESULTS: MITTERRAND 
PROVED CAPABLE OP IMPOSING HIS WILL ON THE PS AND WAS 
THUS ABLE TO READ THE PARTY'S LEFT WING OUT OF THE 
POLICY DECISION-MAKING NATIONAL SECRETARIAT (ALTHOUGH 
IT WILL CONTINUE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PARTY'S LESSER 
ORGANS - THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND BUREAU). 

HE ALSO SERVED DEFIANT NOTICE ON HIS COMMUNIST PARTNERS 
IN THE UNITED LEFT THAT THE PS WILL ASSERT AN INDEPEN- 
DENT LINE OF ACTION AND ARALYSIS, WILL REMAIN COMMITTED 
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TO THE COMMON PROGRAM AND WILL NOT ALLOW THE COMMON 
PROGRAM TO BECOME THE EXCLUSIVE PROPERTY OF THE PCE 
(REF I). PCF REACTION WAS ABRUPT AND TOUGH: FOLLOWING 
THE CONGRESS, PCF DAILY L'HUMANITE LASHED OUT AT THE 
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7. PCP ATTITUDES TOWARD THE PS WILL CONTINUE TO BE 
SHARPLY CRITICAL - CRITICISM POSSIBLY MADE EASIER BY 
THE ABSENCE OF PCF SECRETARY GENERAL GEORGES MARCHAIS' 
STILL RECUPERATING FROM A HEART ATTACK (REF D). MANY 
OF THE VOTERS WHO SUPPORTED MITTERRAND IN LAST MAY'S 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS WERE ATTRACTED BY THE IDEA OF A 
MODERATE LEFT ALTERNATIVE TONCISCARD. SOME OF THESE 
MAY EXPRESS THEIR DISAPPOINTMENT AT THE PS/PCF 
QUARREL BY TURNING ELSEWHERE; WE EXPECT BOTH THE CENTER 
AND THE UDR TO MAKE AMYXMPTS TO WOO THESE POTENTIAL NEW 
ADHERENTS. 

8. THE CABINET SHUFFLE. THE REPLACEMENT OF DEFENSE 
MINISTER SOUFFLET WITH THE COMBINATION OF YVON BOURGES 
AND GENERAL MARCEL BIGEARD (REF F) HAS BEEN GENERALLY 
WELL-RECEIVED, WITH ONLY THE AMOUNT OF PRESS CRITICISM 
NORMAL TO THE NOMINATION OF A CONTROVERSIAL FIGURE SUCH 
AS BIGEARD. THE APPOINTMENT OF AYMAR ACHILLE-FOULD 

AS SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE POSTAL AND TELECOMMUNICA- 
TIONS SYSTEM AND THE PROMOTION OF NORBERT SEGARD TO 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN TRADE RECEIVED LITTLE COMMENT. 
SEVERAL PROVINCIAL NEWSPAPERS, HOWEVER, EXPRESSED 
DISMAY AT THE NOMINATION OF JEAN-FRANCOIS DENIAL AS 
STATE SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE. COOL, CULTURED AND 
PATRICIAN, DENIAL SEEMS FAR REMOVED FROM THE DAILY 
CONCERNS OF FARMERS BESET BY RISING COSTS AND SMALLER 
PROFIT MARGINS. THESE NEWSPAPERS WERE QUICK TO ASSUME 
THAT DENIAL WILL SOON REPLACE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 
CHRISTIAN BONNET, AND POINTED OUT THAT DENIAL'S DEFENSE 
OF FRENCH INTERESTS IN HIS PREVIOUS STINT IN THE 
AGRICULTURE STATE SECRETARYSHIP REPRESENTED A DECLINE 
IN THE GOF DEFENSE OF FRENCH AGRICULTURE (MEASURED 
AGAINST CHIRAC'S IMPASSIONED ORATORY) IN THE COMMON 
MARKET. HOWEVER, DENIAL IS REGARDED AS A SKILLFUL 
TECHNOCRAT WHO KNOWS THE INTRICACIES OF THE EC COMMON 
AGRICULTURAL POLICY (CAP) BETTER THAN ANYONE ELSE IN 
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THE GOF. WHILE HE MAY NOT CAPTURE THE HEARTS OF FRENCH 
FARMERS, HE MAY YET EARN THEIR PRAISE FOR HIS NEGOTIA- 
TING SKILLS. 

9. JANUARY, IN AN ABSENCE OF MAJOR DIPLOMATIC EVENTS OR 
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DOMESTIC CRISIS, WAS THUS A TIME OF JUGGLING AS 
VARIOUS POLITICAL CONSTELLATIONS SOUGHT TO PREPARE 
THEMSELVES FOR THE SPRING ASSEMBLY SESSION WHICH BEGINS 
APRIL 2. FOR A NUMBER OF OBSERVERS' JANUARY WAS ALSO 
THE MONTH IN WHICH THE FRENCH POLITICAL SCENE BEGAN TO 
RESEMBLE THAT OF THE FOURTH REPUBLIC, AS THREE MAJOR 
PARTIES EITHER PASSED INTO THE HANDS OF - OR WERE 
CONFIRMED AS THE PERSONAL INSTRUMENTS OF - LEADERS 
WITH MARKEDLY DIFFERENT PERSONAL AND INTELLECTUAL STYLES. 
WE ARE STILL A LONG WAY FROM THE SIXTH REPUBLIC WHICH 
SOME OBSERVERS WERE PREDICTING THE DAY AFTER DISCARD'S 
ELECTION. 

RUSH. 
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